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This article discusses a hitherto unknown Zoharic story which has survived only in a single manuscript (MS Ginzburg 262). 
The Narrative aspect of the story is unusual within the Zoharic literature. Rabbi Simeon bar Yohai does not display his well-known character: he is not the group's leader who masters and controls all the worlds, even God himself, all-knowing and revered by humans angels alike. He is now a minor figure within the group who is spiritually dependent on the others. Here the group's leader is called 'The King'. 'The King' teaches new knowledge, but since R. Simeon lives in the desert (which seems to be a metaphor for marginality), he is not aware of it and complains that it has been concealed from him. He is even worried that he might not enter paradise because of this lack of knowledge. R. Isaac comforts him and promises to make him enter paradise whereas in other parts of the Zohar it is the other way round and R. Isaac is dependent in this respect on R. Simeon.
The article analyses the many strategies that the story uses in order to diminish R. Simeon's figure and suggests that the contradiction between his status here and the usual descriptions accorded to him can be explained by assuming that the Zohar was produced by several writers, or even several groups, with conflicting interests.
