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nSwYw ansm TN yop 1M ;(Political, Eastern, General, 371/7773, pp. 36—3%
F.0, Political,) 1922 %pxa 10 2%3 319 neavyn hphihd MBERPD Ay
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Alfonse J.M. Pacifici, “Una Miniatura: Ricordi di una conversazione con
Chaim Weizmann”, Scritti in memoria di Leone Carpi (Gerusalemme, 196%),
Pp. 219—228.
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“To-day there is a tremendous political wave, known as Fascism, :mR ,1923
which is sweeping over Italy. As an Italian movement it is no business of
ours — it is the business of the Italian Government. But this wave is now
breaking against the little Jewish community, and the little community, which
never asserted itself, is to-day suffering from anti-Semitism” (Chaim Weizmann,
American Adresses, [New York, 1923], p. 49).

aow) oY md SY bhnnea SP0M DY DAY wBY % par oy ans axm s
U°BT DX — PONR il W — nsw xW (361 my Lfvrwn APIY] sovm



BIRP SNT 170

A LN DAITIY ATNIRR oYY ANTI DEAY LMIMN DPDRMBETT moyan
LRV INIRD IPAVRT AT DR IPOVAY OUTINRT DORWA

PAY NPTPOYT NIIANT D135 37 NS WY W M0 TR %9 AT
PR T e PIPEA S BYoa momia X OCRDUwRDT Suwnn b jona
DRIWYTYIR NOYA DR NNDS M0 NNYET AYNNT NN DYYND Tns
ST Kb T NT0na

by NRY oBTTIND L1923 WD 372 1LIoIm oY 1wt Dl mwRed
n%aRaY DOWORT IV A ANWRY MG AW 0o v Apnbeh nonoswron
1272 TTOREI WR LDOITET YUNY IITAINS N8 weaem onbiomm S
YOIDAT YT DAY NI NUWHI IO W NPT TR Pwens
A0T HPWA ISIma AIWRNI NRT DY CNR2 DOPSUIRT AYOwAn narany
DAY 3 — PLYIRI MIVEA AYINT 210N A3 195 0T WA AMRY —
PIMYDNTA A0 AICERY NN M AT AP TPwnn wXID 1vbiom by
MW Sw NWDRT DY 12T 90 5Y 0 0RO T nTIen
RWID 1719 DR WP PR 0obobo oobyen mnda oopbuoR oonmay miean
MR WINAY 591 SrAw Rty wwhs 1900 by 19eavm L roby I
Rotioth
DRI DR PTIP MDD 13 DOTIRT WY L NITAR 003w ®OR bR XY oK
Kb hthe]
TODUR P MIROEAT 7 KXY SYID 3 IS AR DSITRT ANTION TR

Y OPT L NIWNHT 9PN DR 1RX™ 1% RD 1D M 193373 ImAwpnaY  nwshueit
3TY3 TYPRN PRUT AN NI 15T AN KR 99 ans s amwn
(363 "y 0W) 7ovipeo oy
(362361 ‘aY) PRETIDT MH0I TIOTT DR AN N TBYY AT SwR 9
TR DM D R KT T 1ML 930 STRD 3P KD MBROY 7on 05N
DITY LAY mDIT ShNYNRI DY 192673 AmMPNAY JIUIWT AwhInY jnym mony
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Alberto Theodoli, 4 cavallo di due secoli  : i1 9802 1Y BRIVOTPIRD
L97eon — 1% (Roma, 1950), DP. I35—13Y
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Glampiero Carocci, La politica esterg dell’Italia fascista 1925~1928 @MY 1ML
(Bari, 1969), pp. 18—25.

Ennio Di Nolfo, Mussolini ¢ la poli- 11y mouRTINDT D5KwA D91 Rwan 5y °
tica esterq italiang (1919—1933) (Padova, 1960), pp. 53—b64, 150—153.

.Carocci, 0p. cit., pp. 204-209 11T ORI MHRIWPHINRT 00 15 By 1oy ooaq P

Francesco Coppola, “La situazione politica in Palestina”, Politica, XXVI (1926),
143—149; idem, “La politica italiana di qua e di la dal Giordano”, Politica,
XXVII (1927), 100—T102.
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“Bisogna infatti ; 3%5ip3m ans PINT TITD NS YR 1927 BOYMKS 14 bep eorns 2
riflettere che I'ebraismo ha carattere internazionale; e, come accade di tutti gli
organismi di tal genere, & sempre difficille controllarne i reali rapporti e le
tendenze effettive” (Carocci, 0p. cit, p. 213).
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{ Documenti Diplomatici Italiani, serie VII, vol. V, p. 220) 1927 “Xu3 19 byn Pawn

Raffaele Guariglia, Ricordi 1920—1946 (Napoli, 1g30), p. 183 *°

“Il Presidente Weizmann a Roma”, Israel, 22~—29 settembre 1926 *°
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due guerre mondiali”, Rivista di studi politici internazionali, XXVIII (1961),

nr. 1, pp. 4749,
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Sionistico”, Scritti in memoria di Leone Carpi (Gerusalemme, 1067), p, 275,
nota 24; Guariglia, of. cit, pp. 183-184
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Arab youth to found an Arab Fascist Party, which would embrace not only
Palestine but also the neighbouring Arab Countries” (F.0., Political, Eastern,
A3 MRS wwTIn Awbws (Palestine and Transjordan, 371/1693r, p. 204
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“Though the language was vague, its DO DYTOY L1931 “1anvbda 26 v
burden was to insinuate that the mandate should be international in the sense
that the members of the League, their nationals and their goods, should have
a special position in Palestine and that the Administration itself should be
international”,
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officers. 2. Rights of Italian employees in the Palestine Administration, 3. The
granting of contracts for public works, with particular reference to the
employment of a British firm in connexion with the Haifa harbour works
and the Haifa-Bagdad Railway survey. 4, Exzemption from taxation and customs
duties of charitable and religious institutions, 2. The Palestine Education
Ordinance, 6. Anti-Italian articles in the Arab press”.
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F.O., Politiical, Eastern, Palestine ang Transjordan, 371/16932, pp. 460—464
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“We presurme that if His Majesty’s : 1popn 11053 MDY KOF 05 oR P Twn
Ambassador at Rome is approached regarding this suggestion either by Dr.

Weizmann or by the Italian Government he will adopt an entirely non-
committal attitude on the merits of the suggestion and that he will also appreciate
that His Majesty’s Government do not admit that Italy has any special locus
standi not shared by the other Powers represented at the Supreme Council of the
Allied Powers at San Remp in 1920 which would justify her intervention in
matters affecting the policy and administration of Palestine” (F.0., Political,
Eastern, Palestine and Transjordan, 371/16928, pp. 12-—13).
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“Dr. Weizmann had answered that this was ultimately a matter of finance” 52
(F.O., Political, Eastern, Palestine and Transjordan, 371/16932, p. 520)
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Public Record Office, Foreign Office, Political, Eastern, General,
371/8993, p. 20 (E 371/53/65)

My Lord, Rome, January s, 123,

I have the honour to report that Dr. Weizman, who spent two days in Rome
on his return from Palestine, came to see me on the 2nd January, and had
an interview of over an hour’s duration with the President of the Council en
the ard.

Dr. Weizman subsequently called at the Embassy to inform me of the results
of this conversation. Signor Mussolini, in reference to the unsympathetic attitude
of Italy towards Zionism, stated that the Zionists wished him to “faire le jeu
de PAngleterre,” and this he was determined not to do, He repeated this phrase
more than once, and appeared to Dr. Weizman to speak with some bitterness.
He made use of the well-worn argument of Great Britain’s design to split the
ring of Moslem States by a Jewish Palestine, and referred to the refusal of your
Lordship and M. Poincaré to allow the mandate question to be reopened to
enable him to insert ome or two points of importance to Ttaly.

Dr. Weizman pointed out the unreasonableness of this last request in view of
the fact that the approval of the previous Italian Government had been given to
the present mandates. With regard to Signor Mussolini’s contention that Zionism
was a tool in the hands of His Majesty’s Government to weaken the Moslem
States for the benefit of the British FEmpire in the East, Dr. Weizman, whilst
denying that this was in any way the case, said that, even if it were so, Italy
stood to gain as much as Great Britain by a weakening of Moslem power.
Signor Mussolini admitted that the Arabs had been giving him trouble in Cyrenaica
and Tripoli, and implied that he had no confidence in them.

Signor Mussolini raised the question of Italy obtaining concessions in Palestine,
and also securing an outlet there for emigration, Dr. Weizman was able to show
that by the terms of the mandate itself there could be no policy of favouritism
which would debar Italy or any other country from participating in the develop-

ment of the country. To enable emigrants to live and to be absorbed, a consider-
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able outlay of capital was necessary; the Zionist organisation provided funds
for its own immigrants, but the Palestine Administration was short of funds,
and any scheme for importing Italian labour would have to be backed with

Dr. Weizman was struck by the mediocre character of the arguments adduced
by the President of the Council and by his superficial acquaintance with the
subject, although, in the circumstances, little else could be expected. In the end,
Signor Mussolini consented to allow Dr, Weizman to announce to a meeting of .
Jews that evening that he would have no objection to the name of an Italian
Jew being put forward for appointment as a member of the Jewish agency in
Palestine — the body provided by the terms of the mandate as the official
channel for bringing Jewish opinion before the British Administration. Dr.
Weizman was very pleased with this concession, as being likely to have consider-
able influence over Italian Jews, who, like other elements in Italy since the
advent of the new régime, have been adopting a non-committal attitude.

Later in the evening, one of Signor Mussolini’s secretaries informed Dr.
Weizman that his Excellency had been much impressed with the conversation,
and that he had ordered a memorandum on the subject to be prepared for him.

I have, &c.
R. GRAHAM.

1933 5MBRI 3 OPA SR PN TIWH SR OKARIY 7 0 NRD pUan 2

Public Record Office, Foreign Office, Political Central, Germany,
371/16%20, p. 410

Signor Mussolini told me he had instructed Italian Ambassador in Berlin Iast
Friday to make strongest representations to Hitler regarding reversion to present
Germany policy towards Jews. It was one thing to deal sternly with communist
or bolsheviks, but pressure on purely racial or religious grounds antagonised not
only Jewish but also Christian opinion throughout the world. Italian Ambassador
had delivered this message to Hitler during a Cabinet Council. Hitler had said
that Mussolini did not entirely understand Jewish problem affecting Germany
which had not counterpart in Italy, Orders for an official boycott on Saturday
bad already gone out. Mussolinj added that boycott had now ceased, but a
renewal was foreshadowed for next Wednsday. He thought I should see that

boycott would not be renewed.
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Public Record Office, Foreign Office, Political, Eastern, Palestine and Transjordan,
371/16926, pp. 118—120
Criminal Investigation Dept.,

Headquarters, Police and Prisons

P.OB. 850
Jerusalem.

50/G/S

SECRET 30 August, 1933

CHIEF SECRETARY

Subject: Periodical Appreciation Summary No. 22/33
[omissis par. 1—6]

Italian Activities.

7. Italian propaganda is obvious in Palestine, possibly to a lesser degree than in
Syria and Lebanon. A Chamber of Commerce now exists in Jerusalem, There
are frequent visits of certain Italians, undoubtedly propagandists, trips to Italy
of Boy Scouts, students and young people of both sexes, have been arranged at
very cheap rates, sometimes as little as LP.z per person.

Discussions as to the organisation of Fascism in Syria and Palestine, in private
circles, or in the programme of the proposed Congress of the Syrian National
Actions League in Lebanon, which is expected to be attended by individual
reperesentatives from Palestine, may be attributable to Italian propaganda.

Fascism is beginning to be discussed in political circles with some interest and
in some cases efforts in a limited capacity are being made to spread propaganda
in this regard. The first suggestion in Palestine was made by pro-German
elements, soon after the prominence of Hitlerism. The anti-semitic character of
present day Germany, the pre-war German sympathies of the former Ottoman
subjects, and a desire to seize upon any opportunity for change, are amongst
the motives.

There is a definite report that the Syrian National Actions League is interested
in the formation of an Arab Fascist association comprising all Arabic speaking
countries, and that all boy scouts groups should be organised under its auspices.
This is exemplified [...?] increasing cooperation in political activities by Syria,
Iraqg and Palestine (including Trans-Jordan), and of increasing pan-Arab and
Pan-Islamic feeling, the desire of political aspirants to adopt concerted action

and to rely on strong extremist, young leadership.
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Public Record Office, Foreign Office, Political, Eastern, General,
371/19983, pp. 241—248
SECRET.
ITALIAN ANTI-BRITISH ACTIVITIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST.

For some time before the Abyssinian adventure started the Italian Government
had been something of a thorn in our sides in regard to Iraq and Palestine,
In the former country they showed themselves very zealous in connexion with
the termination of the Mandatory régime, in stressing the need for a local and
“impartial” enquiry by the League into the question of the fitness of Iraq for
emancipation. It was fairly clear, however, that they were actuated mainly by a
desire to set up a useful precedent for subsequent application to the case of
Syria, in which at that time they were more interested, and that they were also
exploiting the situation in order to gain possible economic advantages for them-
selves; their obstructiveness diminished as the prospects brightened of the grant
of an oil concession to the British Oil Development Company, which contained
an Italian interest,

2. As regards Palestine the Italians have always been on the watch for any
action by the Palestine administration which could be, by any stretch of imagin-
ation, represented as incompatible with the Mandate. They continually bombarded
His Majesty’s Government (and in fact still continue the practice) with com-
plaints and protests in which they sought to emphasise the international character
of the Mandate, going so far as to imply that the actual administration should
be international, ie. that non-Palestinian officials should be recruited without
distinction of nationality. Their general object seemed to be to claim a privileged
position for States members of the League and their nationals in Palestine, to
assert a special position for Italy as a kind of watch-dog over the execution of
the Mandate, and to ensure that Great Britain, while taking all the responsibility
should be in a no more advantageous position in any respect than that of other
members of the League.

3- This policy in Iraq and Palestine, though irritating, was not deliberately
anti-British. It arose from resentment at the fact that Italy herself did not
possess a Mandate and from a determination to make up for this by extracting
the maximum political and economic advantage out of the Mandatory system,

4. Side by side with the policy of displaying official concern in the admin-
istration of the Middle Eastern mandates, Italian activities have, since about 1930,
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developed on more objectionable lines. The change manifested itself at first in
propaganda of a more or less normal kind, designed to glorify the achievements
of, and to win popularity for, Italy among the Arabs, and this propaganda
gradually assumed a definitely anti-British tendency. The propaganda at first
took the form of subsidized visits of Arab youths to Italy, conferences of oriental
students held in Italy and Italian lecture tours in Palestine, and the main object
appeared to be to counteract the ill-feeling which the Tripoli campaign of 1931
had created against the Italian Government in the minds of Arabs generally.

5. The propaganda began to take on a more anti-British (and as regards Syria
an anti-French) tone at the beginning of 1934 when Emir Shekib Arslan, who
had previously been prominent in attacking Italian policy in Tripolitania, visited
Rome, interviewed Signor Mussolini and thereafter became one of the principal
Italian propagandists in the Middle East. Shekib Arslan appears to have engaged
shortly afterwards in negotiations with Arab leaders in Palestine and Syria with
a view to coordinating action between Italy and the Arab leaders concerned, He
was assisted by Ihsan Bey Jabri, his collaborator in Geneva in producing the
periodical “La Nation Arabe”. Newspaper propaganda in favour of Italy began
to increase in Arab publications in Palestine, and it was in May 1934 that the
Bari broadcasts began in order, according to z notice in the Palestine press, “to
strengthen the ties between Italy and the Arab peoples”,

6. The Anti-British complexion of the Bari broadcasts was chiefly obtained by
implication or suggestion rather than by explicit statements, but they included
from time to time false reports of anti-British risings in India, Aden and Kenya
and of alleged British designs in connexion with Aqaba. The Palestine adminis-
tration also came in for attack, more particularly for its alleged neglect of popular
education. In November 1935 a selection (Annex A) of the more offensive anti-
British broadcasts was sent to Sir E. Drummond for communication to the Italian
Government. Their communication only produced a counteraccusation that the
British wireless had attributed Egyptian unrest to Italian propaganda. When further
examples of Bari broadcasts which contained deliberate incitement to anti-British
agitation were brought to the notice of the Italian Government towards the end
of November, 1933, it was suggested on the Italian side that the extracts did not
emanate from Bari at all, or, if they did, that they emanated from some
clandestine transmitter and were perhaps the work of some Arab nationalist,
Further protests regarding false statements of revolts in Aden and Kenya were
met by the retort that the Bari station was managed by a private company and
that broadcasting censorship did not in any case exist in Italy; though it must

in fairness be stated that a subsequent aide mémoire of March 25th, 1936, stated
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that these particular reports originated with a Djibouti correspondent of some
Italian papers upon whom caution had been enjoined as to the transmission of
unverified information.

7. The tone of the Bari broadcasts since the Anglo-Italian détente is understood
to have been considerably modified, nevertheless the Bari station continues to
lose no opportunity to transmit extracts from the foreign press, particularly the
Egyptian press, selected for their mendacious and violently anti-British character.

8. Italian money is often supposed to have played a large part in the recent
disturbances in Palestine. It is difficult, of course, to establish with any degree
of accuracy the responsibility of the Italians in this respect, but it would be a
mistake to over-estimate it as there is no doubt that the agitation in Palestine
is in the main spontaneous and is based on what the Arabs consider to be real and
solid grievances. Sir A. Wauchope considers that current reports that so much
as P£r20,000 have been disbursed by the Italians in Palestine are grossly exagger-
ated. At the same time there can be no doubt that the Italians have fished in
troubled waters, We have reliable evidence from secret sources that in November
1935 £35,000 was paid to Fuad Bey Hamza by the Italian Legation in Jedda for
transmission to Arabs in Palestine and Transjordan and for the purpose of
fomenting rebellion in their countries, but there is no evidence that the payment
of this sum induced Fuad Bey to engage in any pro-Italian activities; in fact
quite the contrary. There is evidence, however, again from secret sources, that a
substantial sum of money was sent to the Italian Consul-General in Jerusalem
towards the end of 19335 to be placed at the disposal of Ihsan Bey Jabri. From
Italian sources it was gleaned at the end of April, 1936, that some £20,000 had
been sent to Palestine through the Italian Consul-General, though whether this
was the same sum as that referred to above or a fresh subsidy, is not clear.
The central organisation of Italian propaganda appears to have been in Cairo
and there is evidence of payments to Palestine nationalists by Signor Mellini of
the Italian Legation in Cairo and by Dr. Mombelli, 3 priest in Jerusalem, who
appears to have acted as a centre for the distribution of Italian propaganda; the
Italian Consul at Beirut appears also to have been an active agent in the dis-
tribution of propaganda and funds for use in Palestine, Some of this information,
it may be noted, appears to have been obtained indirectly from an official of the
Halian Legation in Cairo who was bitter about the expenditure of so much
money on adventures in Palestine and Syria while the junior officers of the
Legation were deprived of their travelling allowances during the summer season!

g. Lists of Palestinian Arabs said to be subsidized by the Italians are available.

It is clearly difficult, however, to obtain reliable evidence of this sort or to
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establish the fact of payment by the Italians. It seems, in fact, to be of doubtful
wisdom to tax the Italian Government with activities of this sort when we are
clearly not in a position to back up our charges with concrete evidence., It is
most doubtful whether anything could be gained by such a course.

10, We are also in possession of information communicated confidentially to
the Colonial Office by Dr. Weizmann which indicated that Signor Mussolini had
definite designs in the Eastern Mediterranean with Palestine and Syria as his
main objectives, and that he was making overtures to the Jews to enlist their
support. In a note of an interview with Signor Mussolini on February 17th,
1934, Dr. Weizmann has recorded that the Duce spoke with great emphasis of
the Jewish world position and of his conviction that there would be no improve-
ment unless the Jews had a State of their own.

11. In a letter dated Junme 1sth, 1936 to Dr. Weizmann, the representative of
the Jewish Agency in Geneva, (Dr. Nahum Goldmann) reported a conversation
with Signor Theodoli in which the latter had spoken in most violent terms about
England, asserting that what the Jews needed was a Jewish State which England
would never give them and hinting that the Jews could get it through Italy.

12, In a note of conversation between Captain Dordona, the head of the
Italian Propaganda Organisation in Egypt, and a representative of the Jewish
Agency in Cairo, the former was even more categorical in his statements and
more blatant in his attempts to attract Jewish support to Italian aims.

13. He urged the Jews to work in association with the Italians, “who would
not be afraid of the Arabs and who would aim at creating a Jewish State in
Palestine while taking Iraq and Syria for themselves”.

i4. He did not hesitate to speak of the half million Italian soldiers in
Abyssinia, none of whom would return to Italy and the additions to that force
in due course of half a million of Abyssinians who would make excellent military
material. There would alse be 150,000 Italian troops in Tripoli. Italy’s object was
to dominate the Mediterranean and with these troops and Abyssinia as a centre
she would be able to take Egypt and expand still further,

15. In the meantime the Italians wanted the Jews to settle in parts of
Abyssinia and thus help the consolidation of the Italian position in that country,
in return for which assistance the Italians would create a real Jewish State
in- Palestine.

6. As collateral evidence of Italian aspirations in the Eastern Mediterranean,
Dr. Weizmann stated that in a quite recent conversation with M. Blum in Paris,
he (Dr. Weizmann) had mentioned the rumours about German aSpirations in
Syria. M. Blum said he knew nothing of that but he was quite convinced as to
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Italian designs in that direction and that the troubles the French were meeting
with in Morocco and Tunisia were also fomented by Italian propaganda and
maintained by Italian money.

17. It should be noted that the information in paragraphs 10-16 above was
communicated to the Colonial Office in confidence and cannot therefore be quoted.

18. As regards Italian anti-British activities outside Palestine, an example of
unfriendly officiousness occurred recently in regard to Iraq, the Italian Govern-
ment addressing communications both to the Iraqi Government and to His
Majesty’s Government which sought to prove that the stipulation in the recent
agreement for the transfer of the Iraqi railways that the Iraqi Government will
wherever possible recruit British officials to fill any posts for which foreigners
are required, was contrary to the guarantees given by the Iragi Government to
the League on the occasion of the termination of the Mandatory régime, The
stipulation in question was in fact in accordance with notes attached to the
Aglo-Traqi Treaty of Alliance of 1930, which was examined by the League prior
to the termination of the Mandatory régime, and to which no exception was
taken. It was therefore a perfectly proper condition to make in connexion with
the transfer to the Iraqi Goverment of what was British property. The Italian
Government have been informed accordingly.

19. In the Red Sea area there is the mutual self-denying ordinance between
Great Britain and Italy constituted by the Rome Agreement of 1927, and there is
nothing to show that this is not being observed by the Italians, There has
however been evidence from secret sources that the Italian Minister in Saudi
Arabia has been working against us in a general way, inter alic by implying
that we were trying to draw Saudi Arabia into our orbit by means of the recent
agreement between Iraq and Saudi Arabia. There is, however, no reason to
suppose that Ibn Saud is being taken in by these methods, At all events he
knows perfectly well that we did not engineer the Iragi-Saudi Arabian agreement
as the Italians like to suppose.

20. As regards the Yemen, it is evident that the Italians are active in pushing
their own interests, but there is no evidence at the present date that their
activities have g particularly anti-British trend. It may be noted that the strong
Italian desire to establish a special position for themselves in the Yemen, prior
to the Saudi Yemen war of 1934, came to nothing, and that one result of the
invasion of Abyssinia has been to make the Imam of the Yemen more distrustful
than ever of the Italians.

FOREIGN OFFICE
215t August, 1936
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Public Record Office, Foreign Office, Political, Eastern, Palestine and Transjordan,

371/16927, D. 437
COPIE. CONFIDENTIELLE.

Secrétaire Général, n

Le Dr. Weizmann est venu me voir ce matin et s'est entreteny trés bridvement
avec moi du probléme actuel de la Palestine. A son avis, il n'y a pas d'autre
solution que la répartition territoriale entre juifs et arabes.

Il m’a fait part d’une conversation qu’il a eue au mois davril avec M. Musso-
lini qui lui aurait promis ses bons offices pour Paider & régler la question.

Je n’ai pas caché au Dr. Weizmann que la solution territoriale se présente 2
Pheure actuelle comme préférable, mais j'ai cru bon dattirer son attention sur
la nécessité que toute solution soit telle quelle puisse concilier les grands intéréts
impériaux britanniques. Tl ne faut pas oublier d’autre part le probléme des Lieux-
Saints qui est encore en suspens.

Le Dr. Weizmann m’'a dit quil a déja eu un échange de correspondance avec
M. Mussolini auprés duquel il compte se rendre vers la mi-décembre pour préciser
son programme; en effef, depuis sa premitre visite d'avril les évenements ont
évolués et permettent de traiter Iz question d’une facon plus concréte.

Je Iui ai dit qu'a cette époque-ly je serai a Sienne, et nous sommes restés
d’accord qu'il m’avertira en temps utile de sa visite 3 Rome afin que je puisse
y étre en méme temps, si vous le permettrez.

(S) VITO CATASTINI,
13 novembre 1933. Section des Mandats.

YMAT PIET TIWN SR TIMT LK 0 R1ID Pamsea Y DR YT 8
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Public Record Office, Foreign Office, Political, Eastern, Palestine and Transjordan,

371/27876, p. 283 (E 1279/96/31)

Sir, Rome, February 19, 1934.
With reference to your despatch No. 153 of the 13th February, I have the
honour to inform you that Dr. Weizmann came to see me this morning,
2. He is on his way to Palestine and had been received by Signor Musselini.
He told me that his reception by the Head of the Government had been extremely
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cordial. Signor Mussolini had always been in favour of a national home for the
Jews in Palestine, but on this occasion he had expressed himself even more
warmly than usual on the subject. A further proof of Signor Mussolini’s support
was furnished by the fact that the Marquis Theodoli, who previously had been
somewhat critical of the Zionist movement, showed the greatest anxiety to be of
help and assistance to Dr, Weizmann in every way.

3. Dr. Weizmann stated that Signor Mussolini had enquired whether Palestine
could not be divided up into cantons, some of which might be reserved for the
Arabs and some for the Jews. Dr. Weizmann had replied that a division of the
country already existed in fact. The mass, namely, fully ¥z per cent., of Arabs
lived in the hill districts, while the Jews were mainly settled on the coast and
in the plain. There were only two small Jewish colonies in these hill regions.

4. Apparently Signor Mussolini had remarked that there must be, ultimately,
a Jewish State, an assertion which Dr. Weizmann informed me he had never
made before, Further, he had told Dr. Weizmann that if the Arabs were inclined
to make trouble, he thought that he could keep them in order, as he could
exercise considerable influence with regard to them. I hinted to Dr. Weizmann
that it might be that in this respect Signor Mussolini was inclined to over-estimate
his own powers, but in view of the last paragraph of your despatch under
reference, I did not think it wise to pursue the matter further with him. You
are no doubt aware of Dr. Weizmann’s general views and of the difficulties
which he is experiencing as a moderate man in restraining the violence of the
extreme Zionists, who are continually criticising the mandatory Power for
insufficient encouragement of the national home,

5. Dr. Weizmann finally explained to me that he was considerably troubled
by the large influx of German Jews into Palestine. They did not form an
altogether satisfactory element and were difficult to absorb. On the other hand,
there were still hundreds of thousands of such Jews who had sought refuge in
France, Poland and Czechoslovakia. In the present state of unemploymet in
these countries naturally the coming of such Jews was disliked, and therefore
anti-Semitic feeling was increasing, but he did not see how they could possibly
be admitted in such numbers into Palestine.

I have, &c.
ERIC DRUMMOND





