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Abstracts

Yona

In the mid-1930s the largest kibbutz movement in the world was in Poland. This article examines the formation of kibbutzim in Poland by focusing on the largest and most influential of them all, Hehalutz (The pioneer) movement in Poland. It shows how the preparation of pioneers seeking emigration to Palestine was transformed into an extension of the kibbutz movements in Palestine, and examines the implications of this development. The article examines life in a diaspora kibbutz by focusing on the Klosova kibbutz, which was one of the leading kibbutzim in Poland. 

Halamish
The article describes and analyzes the modus operandi of the historic leadership of Hakibbutz Ha’artzi movement, focusing on Meir Ya’ari. The main argument is that the key to understanding Ya’ari’s extended term at the helm of Hakibbutz Ha’artzi, which applies, to a great extent, to the historic leadership in general, is threefold: charisma, organization, and ideology. The article moves along the chronological axis, presenting and interpreting the changing relative weight of each of these three parameters, from Ya’ari’s first appearance as a leader, in the early 1920s until his formal retirement from leadership at the end of 1972. 

Gan

This article examines how the “historic leaderships” of the various kibbutz movements succeeded in neutralizing those who proposed an alternative agenda to the one they dictated. The study focuses on the attempt to unite the various kibbutz movements in the wake of the 1967 Six Day War and subsequently compares this aborted attempt with the activities of two other groups that, in earlier periods, had presented the potential for alternative leadership: the leaders of the Jewish ghetto uprisings in World War II and the “Palmah generation” of the Israeli War of Independence. This comparison sheds light both on the weakness of the opposing groups and on the power of the incumbent leadership to thwart such challenges.

Chazan

While problems of women’s military service in Israel today are attracting increasing scholarly attention, there is little systematic discussion of the events and processes that laid the foundation for the present situation. This article discusses this topic as it emerged in the kibbutz movement during the Arab Revolt of 1936–39 in Palestine. The attempts of women to participate in guarding activities during the British Mandate reveal changes in their self-image during the first half of the twentieth century and the extent to which their aspirations were accepted and realized in the public sphere – security being one of its components. Although this article focuses on security, the issues raised are tightly connected to the social life of women on the kibbutz, the areas of their work, and their involvement in public activities. The kibbutz bulletins, the annual celebrations of International Working Women’s Day, women’s conventions, ideological seminars, and meetings of the Women Workers’ Council reveal the transformations in kibbutz women’s role in security matters during the Arab Revolt.
Rosenberg-Friedman

This article compares marriage patterns in the formative years of the religious kibbutz movement (1929–1948) with those in secular kibbutzim at that time. It explores how members of religious kibbutzim, who adopted many of the revolutionary values embraced by secular kibbutzim, dealt with the issue of marriage while maintaining their religious way of life. This problem serves as a case study for understanding the unique complexities that arise when revolutionary ideas are combined with traditional values. The issue of marriage on religious kibbutzim had distinctive features in relation to both religious society and the secular kibbutz. At the same time it shows that in practice, the patterns of behavior on both types of kibbutzim were fairly similar.
Inbari

Prominent Israeli writers and critics have repeatedly claimed that it is nearly impossible to write a realist social novel in a social reality that is still in the making. The challenge faced by kibbutz writers was even greater, given the great dynamism of the kibbutz as an arena of social experimentation and the incongruity between a positive, common experience, and the personal, gloomy themes expected from “good literature.” In their attempt to overcome these difficulties, most kibbutz writers produced erotic melodramas set against a documentary background. Had they followed Georg Lukács’s and Mikhail Bakhtin’s advice, they might have made the kibbutz the narrative material of their novels’ plots themselves, rather than the “background” of erotic melodramas. 
Keshet
The novel Circles (1945) by David Maletz, a founding member of Kibbutz Ein Harod, created a furor both in kibbutz society and among its readers in the Yishuv. The angry responses raise numerous questions about the status of kibbutz society at the time and the position of the writer in it. This article examines the reasons for the special interest in Maletz’s book and considers its literary qualities. On the basis of the numerous responses to the book, it analyzes how kibbutz society was viewed in that period, both by its own members and by the Yishuv in general, and addresses the special dynamics of the work’s reception in a totally ideological society. The case of Circles sheds light on the ways in which kibbutz literature participated in the ideological construction of the new society, while at the same time criticizing its most basic assumptions from within.

Bar Or

This article relates the story of the founding of a small museum in Kibbutz Nir David in the Beit She’an Valley in the early 1960s. The core of this essay, however, lies not in anything that may be identified as a consensus, or as a harmonious and unified community – as the kibbutz is sometimes mistakenly thought to be. The story of the museum tries to trace “the face of history” in what eludes cohesion and is many-layered and intergenerational in the powerful tensions between waves of immigration, which find echoes in deep cross-sections of every single kibbutz and of Israeli society as a whole.

