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Abstracts

Kaufman

This article analyzes the way in which Palestine’s Jewish and Arab communist parties, the PCP-Maki and the National Liberation League, acted during the 1948 war. Both groups   made separate and different efforts to make the two-state solution a reality as originally conceived in the UN partition plan.  Ironically, the decisive Jewish victory in the war resulted in an asymmetry between the Jewish Communists the Palestinian Communists when they were unified toward the end of the 1948 war. Despite Maki’s labors for an Israeli victory, its standing in the nascent Israeli political system toward the end of the war remained marginal. The concept of Jewish–Arab cooperation under the aegis of the USSR was seen by the Zionist establishment as dangerous and subversive.
Halamish

The article examines the first year of Mapam’s existence, focusing on its role in the War of Independence and on the elections to the Constituent Assembly (the first Knesset), beginning with the election campaign through the negotiations on forming the government and the implications of Mapam’s remaining in the opposition. It also discusses two issues that occupied a central place on Mapam’s ideological agenda: the question of the “whole Land of Israel” and the attitude toward the Soviet Union. The article’s main contentions are that beyond the internal and external arguments and disagreements, in the War of Independence Mapam was first and foremost the loyal soldier of the nation and remained in the opposition against its will.

Elmaliach

The Tzavta club in Tel Aviv (until 1956 called the Center for Progressive Culture) was founded in 1946 by Hakibbutz Ha’artzi-Hashomer Hatza’ir kibbutz movement. Cultural activity was a traditional means used by political movements to increase their influence in society. However, as part of the “cultural front” of Hashomer Hatza’ir and Mapam, Tzavta had the additional goal of strengthening “ideological collectivism” among the members of the movement and the party. This article analyzes Tzavta’s activity between 1956 and 1973, arguing that it was created to combine two functions – cultural and political. Although the leadership of Mapam intended to use the club as a political tool for disseminating the party’s views and controlling internal conflicts, Tzavta became increasingly culturally autonomous and eventually uncontrollable.
Yosef

This article examines the life stories of Jewish women who emigrated from Central Europe to Palestine in the 1930s, on the basis of memoirs written, or transmitted orally, many years later. Although the experience of migration could have caused a crisis in self-perception, their memoirs show that they managed to construct their lives (and identities) anew in a coherent way by means of two main narrative axes – continuity and meaning. The axis of continuity served to establish a bridge between the women’s lives, before and after emigration, while the axis of meaning, focusing on the Zionist meta-narrative, provided justification for the choices they made. This discussion illuminates how Central European Jewish women coped with the challenges of immigration to Palestine, both those that were unique to the experience of aliyah to Eretz Yisrael and those that were similar to the challenges faced by immigrants in other times and places. 
Goodman
This article explores the Israeli government’s enthusiastic and substantial role in the production of Otto Preminger’s Exodus (1960), the influential pro-Zionist film on the creation of Israel which was loosely based on the highly successful novel by Leon Uris. This involvement followed a decade of mostly unsuccessful Israeli government endeavors to encourage its many supporters in Hollywood to produce films in and about Israel: both for their potential economic rewards and for international propaganda. Utilizing archival sources in the United States, Britain, and especially Israel, this article charts Israeli efforts to encourage Hollywood productions in the 1950s and the extent to which Israeli officials provided encouragement and assistance to Exodus: first to the novel and then critically to the film. The article shows that the film producers took into account British and Arab observations too. However, the degree to which Exodus served Israeli propaganda themes is finally demonstrated by the eager efforts made by Zionist bodies and Israeli government officials to promote its international distribution.

