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Abstracts
Rozin

Between 1948 and 1961, Israeli citizens aspiring to travel abroad needed to obtain an exit permit in addition to a passport, which allowed them to leave Israel to particular destinations for a limited time. During the early days of statehood, it was relatively difficult to obtain an exit permit. This general requirement was finally abolished in 1961. This article examines the various arguments used by citizens in their applications for an exit permit and the different ways in which they portrayed themselves and the state. Citizens’ letters to officials, pleading their case, asking influential people for recommendations, or even threatening the government with lawsuits provide insights into the relationship between citizen and state. I posit that although each citizen fought his/her individual battle alone, the struggles enjoyed a cumulative effect. And although such severe restrictions on movement during peacetime seem at first glance to resonate with the draconian policies of non-democratic states, the fact that Israel was fundamentally democratic, that citizens were disgruntled over the exit policy, and that policy makers were well aware of their resentment propelled change. 
Radai

This article deals with the fall of Palestinian-Arab Jaffa in the 1948 war. As the largest Arab city in Palestine, its accelerated social and military collapse came as a surprise to many, despite Jewish dominance in the Jaffa region. While previous research has mostly neglected this question, the present study aims at revealing the underlying causes, besides Jewish military pressure, for Jaffa’s collapse and the resulting exodus of its Arab population. The article describes the precarious social and military Palestinian-Arab situation in Jaffa as a case study for Palestine as a whole during the December 1947–May 1948 inter-communal war.

Abramson

In seeking to establish a paradigm of a literary “new Jew” for the early twentieth century, we must view the cultural developments of the time on the background of European modernist culture. During this period the European “new Jew” underwent many incarnations, including Max Nordau’s muscular hero, Buber’s “Renaissance” Jew, Berdyczewski’s Nietzschean “new man,” Herzl’s “authentic Jew,” and the Hebrew literary talush (rootless person). All the divergent ideas of Jewish renewal propounded in Europe were united in Shaul Tchernichovsky’s poetry, either through deliberate reference or as a result of the tenor of the time. This article examines Tchernichovsky’s implicit conception of the “new Jew” through two poems: “Lenokhah pesel Apollo” (Before a statue of Apollo, 1899) and “Ani – li misheli ein klum” (I have nothing of my own, 1937).

Mané

Following a 1939 visit to Palestine, Dr. Walter Clay Lowdermilk and his wife Inez embarked on a lifelong mission to support the Zionist cause. In the political realm, Walter, who was Associate Chief of the U.S. Soil Conservation Service and a gentile, lent his voice to support the Zionist cause in the debate concerning the absorptive capacity of Palestine. In the technical realm, Walter outlined what became known as the “Lowdermilk plan” – a water development project that led to the creation of the Israeli National Water Carrier. This article examines the Lowdermilks’ contribution to the Zionist project and the new State of Israel. 

